
There was a joint meeting of the Flemingsburg City Council and the Fleming Co. Fiscal Court Thursday, May 13, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. in the City Annex.  Mayor Flanery called the meeting to order for the City Council.  Members present were Ricky Hurst, Marty Voiers, Scott Manning, Georgianna Sparks, and Meredith Story.  Councilman Van Alexander was absent.

Mayor Flanery recognized members of the Fleming Co. Rec. Board, Fleming Co. Chamber of Commerce Board, and the Industrial Authority who were also in attendance.  Mayor Flanery then turned the floor over to Judge Executive Larry Foxworthy who called the meeting to order for the Fiscal Court. 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Judge Foxworthy opened discussion on repairs needed at the Rec. Park.  David Doyle, Rec. Park Board member, presented the group with a list of urgent repairs needed as well as a list of future needs.  Judge Foxworthy said the County’s budget was already in place and both the City and County are financially strapped.  He asked if the Chamber could come up with some fundraisers to help support the park.  Councilwoman Sparks suggested getting the community more involved.  Randall Woods stated that Hinton Mills had donated time and supplies to work on the dugouts.  It was suggested that other businesses might be willing to donate.  Ralph Sapp noted that the Rec. Board could not charge fees, but could accept donations.

Crystal Ruark said the Chamber would be willing to help raise money for the park and promote events if they were notified.  David Doyle said July 4th celebration was their main fundraiser and they needed donations from both the city and the county as well as local businesses to hold that event.  Doyle stated that the Board would not continue to have the July 4th festivities without the support of both government entities.

The group agreed that it was a hardship on businesses to constantly be asked for donations.    Tiffany Reeder suggested getting the schools involved in making repairs.  Per Adam Hinton, Bobby Pease’s class is a three- hour block and the students have worked on the dugouts as a class project.  There are other classes that might be willing to do the same.  Reeder also suggested a community day.  Councilwoman Sparks suggested doing a mass mailing to let the public know the condition of the park and the need for public support.  Judge Foxworthy recommended a joint committee to look into all the suggestions and come up with a plan of action.

Adam Hinton brought up the condition of the park after Little League practices and games noting a lot of unnecessary trash left for caretaker Donnie Story to pick up.  He suggested the teams be made responsible for cleaning up in exchange for use of the fields.  David Doyle said the Little League leases the park for $1 and part of the lease agreement is for them to pick up the trash.  They also pay the electric bill for the lights.  

Connie Crain suggested getting all the organizations that use the park involved in fund raising.  Kenny Souder said families connected to the park might want to sponsor sections of the fence or picnic tables, etc, in honor or memory of a family member.  Kathy Dryden commented that the ‘Adopt a Tree’ fundraiser for the walking trail was very successful.  Councilwoman Sparks suggested setting up a memorial fund for donations.  David Doyle said the park could recognize all those who donated.  

Mayor Flanery appointed Councilman Voiers to chair the fund raising committee.  Councilwoman Georgianna Sparks, Danetta Barker, Magistrate Kenny Souder, County Treasurer Kathy Dryden, and Fleming Co. Chamber Executive Director Crystal Ruark volunteered to serve on the committee.

James Hay reported on behalf of the Industrial Authority.  Steve Donovan continues to work on recruiting new businesses.  Utilities are needed in Industrial Park II.  Mayor Flanery said the City is in the process of drafting easements for utilities.  Hay said an announcement will be made in the near future about a 50 acre lease in the park.

Councilman Voiers asked what was being done to bring in more retail businesses.  Donovan stated that not many want to invest in a small market.  The county’s biggest problem is being dry.  To attract business the county needs to be full service.  Fleming County is surrounded by wet counties that are seeing growth.  A Community Assessment was done a few years ago, but no action was taken.  Donovan said it shouldn’t fall on the government entities, it should be a community project.  Danetta Barker suggested making a list of things we can accomplish first.  Crystal Ruark noted that visitors at the Chamber office ask where they can get alcohol.  City Attorney Tom MacDonald stressed that he did not want to see a bar on every corner.  Debbie Richardson suggested the county go moist.  Adam Hinton noted that Danville went moist and is a very classy town.

Ken Macht, who relocated to Flemingsburg, said he appreciates this county more than the locals do.  People who have lived here all their lives don’t see what the community has to offer.  Adam Hinton followed noting that no other counties have the Infrastructure that Fleming County does agriculturally.  He also noted other resources including the radio station.

Tiffany Reeder suggested having an ice cream social for the community to discuss needs of the park and get suggestions.  Judge Foxworthy asked Crystal Ruark to set-up an event.  Adam Hinton suggested coordinating events with other groups and have fewer events, but make each event bigger.  Connie Crain expressed her appreciation to Mayor Flanery and Judge Foxworthy for bringing the groups together.  The group needs leadership to get things accomplished.

There being no further business, Councilman Manning moved to adjourn.   Councilwoman Sparks seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
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