
There was a regular meeting of the Flemingsburg City Council Monday, March 8, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Annex.  Council members present were Ricky Hurst, Marty Voiers, Scott Manning, Georgianna Sparks, Meredith Story, and Van Alexander.  Mayor Louie Flanery presided.

Councilman Voiers led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Flanery recognized SMS students from Mark Leet’s class.  Minutes of the February 8th meeting were presented.  Councilman Alexander moved to approve.  Councilman Manning seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Crystal Ruark, Fleming Co. Chamber Executive Director, presented a report on past events and a calendar of upcoming events.

City Clerk Joy Roark presented the second reading of Ordinance No. 3-10-1 establishing the Community Television Access Board.  Councilman Voiers moved to approve.  Councilwoman Sparks seconded the motion.  A roll call was given with council voting as follows:  Hurst – yes, Voiers – yes, Manning – yes, Sparks – yes, Story – yes, Alexander – yes.  Motion carried.

City Clerk Joy Roark presented the second reading of Ordinance No. 3-10-2 decreasing sewer rates by 8%.  Councilman Hurst moved to approve.  Councilman Story seconded the motion.  A roll call was given with council voting as follows:  Hurst – yes, Voiers – yes, Manning – yes, Sparks – yes, Story – yes, Alexander – yes.  Motion carried.

City Clerk Joy Roark presented the second reading of Ordinance No. 3-10-3 increasing water rates by 8%.  Councilman Story noted that these ordinances would allocate revenues more appropriately as recommended in the City’s annual audit report.  Councilman Story moved to approve.  Councilman Alexander seconded the motion.  A roll call was given with council voting as follows:  Hurst – yes, Voiers – yes, Manning – yes, Sparks – yes, Story – yes, Alexander – yes.  Motion carried.

City Clerk Joy Roark presented the first reading of Ordinance No. 4-10-1 regarding compensation for elected officials.  Councilman Story discussed the issue, which had been referred to the Finance Committee. Current salaries had been compared to those of surrounding cities.  Some cities adjust the base pay each year by the CPI.  Story stated that practice did not reflect transparency, but rather tended to mask officials’ true compensation.  Some cities also allow elected officials to have the same benefits as employees such as health insurance and retirement.

The Finance Committee recommended that the base salary for council members be increased from $3,900 to $4,200 per year to adequately compensate officials for time served attending meetings and training sessions, and all the work they do on behalf of the City.   The Committee did not recommend any additional compensation for training or benefits.   Councilman Story compared the Mayor’s responsibilities with that of a city administrator, noting that he oversees 30 employees and a $5,000,000 budget.  The mayor’s current salary is $15,000 per year.  If the City had to hire a city administrator to do all the work that the mayor does it would probably cost the City around $42,000 per year including benefits.  Story noted that the City used to be under home rule and oversight of the City’s operations was divided more equally between the mayor and council.  When that changed the mayor’s pay was not adjusted to keep up with the additional duties.  The Finance Committee recommended that the mayor’s salary be increased to $21,000 per year with no additional compensation for training or benefits.  Councilwoman Sparks moved to approve.  Councilman Manning seconded the motion.  Council voted as follows:  Hurst – yes, Voiers – yes, Manning – yes, Sparks – yes, Story – yes, Alexander – yes.  Motion carried.

City Clerk Joy Roark presented the first reading of Ordinance No. 3-10-4 regarding mandates for special flood hazard areas.  City Attorney Tom MacDonald had contacted KLC regarding the ordinance, but had not received a response.  Councilman Story suggested that fines be comparable to those set by the fiscal court.  Councilman Voiers moved to approve a penalty for each day of violation of not more than $500 and/or imprisonment of not more than 30 days.  Councilman Story seconded the motion.   Property owners can get a cheaper rate on flood insurance after this ordinance is adopted provided they purchase the coverage by the May deadline this year.  Councilman Voiers suggested having a special meeting and public hearing on March 24th to inform the public as early as possible.  A public hearing was scheduled for 5:00 p.m. followed by a special meeting at 5:30p.m.  Council voted as follows:  Hurst – yes, Voiers – yes, Manning – yes, Sparks – yes, Story – yes, Alexander – yes.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 10-03-1 regarding and update to the Buffalo Trace Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan was presented.  Councilman Voiers moved to adopt.  Councilman Manning seconded the motion.  Council voted as follows:  Hurst – yes, Voiers – yes, Manning – yes, Sparks – yes, Story – yes, Alexander – yes.  Motion carried.

Mayor Flanery opened the following sealed bids received for surplus property: 

· Rick Marshall - tractor $500,  




· Randy Williams - snow blade $125, 

· Wes Tincher - tractor $1,202, Crown Vic $350,  


· Ben Moran - saltier $50,  

· Andy Logan - utility bed $501, tractor $501, Crown Vic $200, 

· Perky Masters - utility bed $160, tractor $1,551, snow blade $76.  

Councilman Voiers moved to sell to the highest bidder.  Councilman Story seconded the motion.  Council voted as follows:  Hurst – yes, Voiers – yes, Manning – yes, Sparks – yes, Story – yes, Alexander – yes.  Motion carried.

Mayor Flanery reported that Mary Rushing with the Fleming Co. Public Library had requested permission to use the City Park in June for the reading festival.  Councilwoman Sparks moved to approve.  Councilman Alexander seconded the motion.  Council voted as follows:  Hurst – yes, Voiers – yes, Manning – yes, Sparks – yes, Story – yes, Alexander – yes.  Motion carried.

Councilman Story reported on behalf of the Finance Committee.  Issues discussed were the flood plain ordinance; compensation of elected officials, the annual audit and RFP’s for this year’s audit, and the water plant’s compliance issues.  Penny Stanfield, C.P.A., has done the City’s annual audit the last three years and assisted James Smith one year. The City has been satisfied with Stanfield, but it is recommended that the City change auditors every three years to make sure the auditor doesn’t get too accustomed to the City’s routine and overlook something and also to get a fair price on the audit.  

Councilman Voiers reviewed the water plant’s compliance issues.  A new permit will be issued in June 2010 and the plant will have to be in total compliance at that time.  The plant’s discharge will be out of the allowable limit range.  The options are: (1) Build a storage tank to store discharge; (2) Build drying beds; (3) Pipe discharge to the sewer plant, which might be a cheaper option but might also create problems for the sewer plant; (4) Close the plant.  All options are expensive.  

Mayor Flanery stated that he had been in touch with the inspector and was planning to meet with his supervisor Thursday, March 11th at 11:00 a.m. in the City Annex.  The State has backed up on the June 2010 deadline, but the City will have to show some plan to improve the plant’s discharge problems.  Councilman Voiers said the Committee would continue to explore options and grant opportunities.  Mayor Flanery stated there were no emergency funds available, but he has some requests out for other funding options.  Councilman Story asked City Attorney Tom MacDonald to check into the Clean Water Act’s interpretation of navigatable streams.  Utilities Superintendent Joe Dunaway stated that the Chief Inspector felt the City’s cheapest option would be to ship the discharge to the sewer plant.

City Clerk Joy Roark reported that collection of insurance premium taxes appeared to be on track after the third quarter.  However, collection of occupational taxes continues to run behind the amount projected by approximately $25,000.  Insurance premiums tax and occupational tax are two of the main sources of revenue for the general government.

Codes Enforcement Officer Ben Moran reported there would be a required   planning and zoning meeting this month.  Currently there are no issues to be addressed.

Police Chief Randy Sergent reported that Officer Tim Smith had returned home from his tour of duty and was scheduled to come back to work May 1st.  Funding for computers had come in.  The next neighborhood watch meeting will be in mid April or May.  There are neighborhoods still waiting on additional streetlights.  Councilwoman Sparks pointed out that the sidewalk from McDonalds to FCHS was really dark and children are walking that area a lot in the evenings.  The mayor will look into more lighting for that area.

Public Works Superintendent Dennis Masters reported his department had dealt with a lot of snow removal and apologized for getting behind on garbage and recycling collection.  The blacktopping plant will open the first of May.  Mayor Flanery suggested he look into using cold patch as a temporary fix until resurfacing can be done.

Joe Dunaway reported that he and the Mayor had been working with the A.O.C. Board to replace waterlines on W. Water St. in conjunction with work on the new justice center.  The waterline replacement project is funded by KIA and includes sections of W. Water St. beyond the justice center that will require the other lane of KY 11 to be closed.  However, the State will not permit both lanes to be blocked at the same time so the City will have to wait until the permit for the justice center is up.  They have 60 days from March 1st to complete their project.  Mayor Flanery said the Finance Committee would need to meet to discuss what type of sidewalk to install when the new waterlines are laid.

Waste Water Superintendent Dale Clary reported that the roofers would be back in the spring to fix two minor leaks.  A pump station had gone down Sunday and took four hours to repair.  The extra rain had been hard on the pump stations.

Councilman Voiers asked the status of the boundaries update.  Tommy Carpenter said the revisions submitted have not been updated yet in Frankfort, but Tom MacDonald will follow up and see when they will go into affect.

Councilwoman Sparks stated that signage was needed on the by-pass to let truck drivers know about the detour in the downtown area due to the construction on the justice center.  Sparks noted that it was too difficult for truck drivers to make the sharp turns downtown and they could choose another route if they had advance notice.

Councilman Story reported that he and Councilman Voiers had attended the KLC Listening session in Winchester.  The session was very informative.  The State Auditor found thirty findings during their audit of KLC and KLC had an explanation for all of them.  The City sent a letter to the Executive Board expressing concerns about KLC’s leadership.  The Executive Board has hired a search firm to find an executive director.  Other than Sylvia Lovely, all others guilty of inappropriate expenditures are still employed by KLC.  

Councilman Hurst asked about the new poles installed in the downtown.  Joe Dunaway said he had checked into it and was told there was too much conduit for one pole.  Hurst said the poles didn’t look very good and was concerned about the damage to the pavers when the poles were installed.  Mayor Flanery expressed concern as well noting that all utilities were supposed to be underground.  

Councilman Hurst stated he had received a request from the FC Little League.  They are starting a new division for ages between little league and middle school.  Blake Price is in charge.  They would like to fix the field at the City Park and would like the City’s permission.  The bases need to be further apart.  Most games will be played on weekends.  They will have a schedule of games and practices.  The Little League parade is scheduled for Saturday, April 24th.

Councilman Voiers reported that the fire dept. had received official notice of their grant award for $122,975.  Councilman Voiers moved that the $50,000 budgeted for turn out gear be moved to the fire engine fund as the funds become available.  Councilman Hurst seconded the motion.  Council voted as follows:  Hurst – yes, Voiers – yes, Manning – yes, Sparks – yes, Story – yes, Alexander – yes.  Motion carried

Councilman Manning requested that a flagpole be installed at the City Park before the kids start playing ball this spring.

Mayor Flanery stated that the Utility Dept. had been working on the brush piles around the new reservoir.  He will be meeting with the State Hwy and B.T.A.D.D. regarding the Safe Routes to School project.  The State has a lot of new restrictions.  An architect will have to sign off on the project and the City will have to advertise for bids regardless of the City’s procurement policy amount.

There being no further business, Councilman Manning moved to adjourn at 8:45 p.m.  Councilwoman Sparks seconded the motion.  All were in favor.








________________________ 








Louie Flanery, Mayor

ATTESTED:

_______________________________ 

Date approved:  __________ 

Joy Story Roark, City Clerk/Treasurer


