
There was a regular meeting of the Flemingsburg City Council Monday, April 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Annex.  Council members present were Ricky Hurst, Marty Voiers, Scott Manning, Meredith Story, and Van Alexander.  Councilwoman Georgianna Sparks was absent.  Mayor Louie Flanery presided.

Councilman Story led the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilman Hurst moved to approve the minutes of the March 8th and March 24th meetings.  Councilman Manning seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Mayor Flanery welcomed guests including Mark Leet and students from SMS Civics class, John Bean, and Newell and Teresa Pollitt.    Bean addressed Council on behalf of the Rotary Club asking permission to expand court day festivities up the courthouse hill and use the city parking lot there as well as the gravel lot across from the Museum.  Plans are to include dogs and guns, antiques, and handcrafts similar to the old court day festivals.  They would also like to get the Amish involved and felt the city park area would be a good location with easy access from McVey Way.  Free spaces on the courthouse hill will be offered to school clubs, but no electricity will be provided.  Court Days are scheduled for October 9th and 10th.   Councilman Manning moved to approve Bean’s request.  Councilman Alexander seconded the motion.  Council voted as follows:  Hurst-yes, Voiers-yes, Manning-yes, Story-yes, Alexander-yes.  Motion carried.

Newell and Teresa Pollitt addressed Council regarding property adjacent to their rental property at 205 Williams St.   Mrs. Pollitt stated that the property belonged to Norman Story and presented pictures of materials stored on the property and weeds grown up around the materials.  The Pollitts felt the property was an eyesore and a safety issue for children living in the area.  They plan to rent their house to a family with a small child.  HUD had cleaned up the Williams St. area a few years ago and property owners were supposed to keep it clean, which all have done with the exception of the Story property.  The Pollitts contacted Story regarding the materials and he stated that they were used in his business.  However, the Pollitts noted that some of the materials had been there three to four years and were junk.  They also expressed concern that some of the materials including a box truck bed stored on the lot were over the property line.  

Codes Enforcement Officer Ben Moran had suggested they have their property surveyed and their boundaries marked, which they did.  The box truck bed is 2-3 feet over their property line.  The Pollitts stated that Story had also scraped his drive and pushed rock over into their culvert blocking it.  They felt the City’s Nuisance Ordinance covered their concerns.  The lot is a junkyard and Story should be required to put up a privacy fence.  Moran stated that he was unaware of any ordinance that would allow the City to force Story to put up a fence.  He had contacted the business and spoken with office personnel who admitted that the lot was messy, but also noted that it was a business and didn’t indicate any intention of taking any action to improve it’s appearance.

Mayor Flanery and Council will review the matter.

City Clerk Joy Roark presented the second reading of Ordinance No. 4-10-1 regarding compensation of elected officials.  Councilman Story moved to adopt.  Councilman Manning seconded the motion.  A roll call was given with council voting as follows:  Hurst-yes, Voiers-yes, Manning-yes, Story-yes, Alexander-yes.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 10-04-1 regarding Municipal Road Aid in the amount of $34,692 for fiscal year 2011 was presented.  Councilman Hurst moved to adopt.  Councilman Alexander seconded the motion.  Council voted as follows:  Hurst-yes, Voiers-yes, Manning-yes, Story-yes, Alexander-yes.  Motion carried.


Councilman Manning moved to approve the week of June 7-11 as clean up week.  Councilman Story seconded the motion.  Council voted as follows:  Hurst-yes, Voiers-yes, Manning-yes, Story-yes, Alexander-yes.  Motion carried.  Due to a lack of manpower the free pick-up will only include appliances, furniture, and paint that has been dried up.  Items not accepted will include tires, oil, brush, or old buildings.  Free pick-up will be provided one time per residence.  Calls will be accepted until noon Friday to allow pick up time and delivery to the landfill by 3:30.

Joy Roark reported that letters had been sent to eight auditors requesting proposals for the City’s annual audit.  Only three responded.  A courtesy call was made to Donna Hendrix, whose office is located in Flemingsburg.  Hendrix stated that she did not submit a proposal because she was already booked up a year in advance, but would be interested in bidding the next time proposals were requested.  The Finance Committee will have a meeting Monday, April 19th, at 5:30 p.m. to review the audit proposals.  Roark also reported that health insurance applications had been submitted to different companies, but no quotes had been received.

Mayor Flanery stated that the City had been awarded the KLC Safety Grant.  The deadline for submitting the recycling grant application is May 3rd.

Councilman Voiers stated that the Extension Office was having  ‘Spring into Green’ day Saturday and he would be working on a recycling display on Friday if anyone would like to help. 

Ben Moran presented an update on the Planning Commission meeting.  The rezoning hearing scheduled for April 26th has been canceled.  The Planning Commission will be reviewing the site plan for the hospital’s new facility.  Councilman Voiers asked the status of blighted properties at 242 Mt. Sterling Ave. and 384 Mt. Sterling Ave.  He also questioned the clean up of construction at 119 E. Main and old vehicles stored on the corner of E. Water and Garr Ave.

Moran stated that the building permit had been renewed for 242 Mt. Sterling Ave. and the owner was making attempts to improve the property.  The City can take action to clean up the property at 384 Mt. Sterling Ave., but it would be very costly.  Voiers requested a cost estimate.  The property is zoned commercial and could be resold once it is cleaned up.  Moran had contacted the property owner at 119 E. Main and he is cleaning up the brush slowly, but it was noted that materials have not been touched.  It was suggested that he be given a time frame to clean it up.  Moran said there was little he could do to clean up the lot on E. Water St.  It is zoned commercial and a garage is located there.  Other than the old vehicles the lot is well maintained.  Councilman Alexander also asked him to check on a car left on the corner of Foxspring and Cullen St.

Councilman Story reported a complaint of trees with low hanging branches obstructing the view off of Williams St. and onto Harbeson.

Police Chief Randy Sergent said computers would be installed in four cruisers Thursday.  Officer Tim Smith will return to work May 9th.  His department has been busy investigating a lot more crimes than in the past, which has taken time away from public service, but they have been getting convictions.  Sergent plans to continue the Neighborhood Watch Program and hopes to have the neighborhoods covered by July.  There will be another safety grant available for $500 that would cover overtime and mileage to do checks for DUI and seatbelt violations.  The grant period would be May 24-June 6.  Deadline to apply is May 5th.   Councilman Alexander moved to approve.  Councilman Manning seconded the motion.  Council voted as follows:  Hurst-yes, Voiers-yes, Manning-yes, Story-yes, Alexander-yes.  Motion carried.

Public Works Superintendent Dennis Masters reported that the Streets, Utilities, and Waste Water departments took a flagging class and all passed.  

Utilities Superintendent Joe Dunaway stated that permits for the waterline replacement project were still in Frankfort, but he hoped to have them back in a couple of weeks so work could begin on the project.  The permits will cover all parts of the waterline replacement project.  The Division of Water required that a study be done on the water plant by May 19th.  MSE is doing the study.  Mayor Flanery stated that there would be a fee for their services, but payment will come from financing to upgrade the plant.  Dunaway said MSE had several good ideas of ways to improve the plant.  Council will have to decide which recommendations are feasible.  Nothing we do will be fully funded, but a lot of money is available for this type of project and the prospect of the City getting funding is good.  MSE will help secure funding.

Dunaway stated that it is time to flush fire hydrants.  The State mandates that it be done twice a year.  One third of the system has been flow tested and he is working on getting the fire hydrants color-coded.  Work is being done to clean up the new reservoir. The problem of people cutting the fence, bringing in boats, and leaving trash has subsided.  Posting signs with rules for using the reservoir as well as random police presence has helped resolve the problem.  Council discovered a problem with standing water on Cardinal Lane.  Dunaway stated that it is due largely to a natural spring.  There are several throughout the city.

City Attorney Tom MacDonald reported that Tommy Carpenter is continuing to work on the city boundary project and will have more information at the May meeting.  

Joe Dunaway reported a problem with customers planting shrubbery and flowers and building items to obstruct their access to gas meters.  He checked with the Public Service Commission and they have no laws governing access to meters, but suggested that the City pass an ordinance to address this matter.

Councilman Voiers asked if the lighting issue in the Garr Ave. neighborhood had been addressed.  Mayor Flanery stated that he had talked to the KU supervisor and the lights will be installed when he returns from vacation.  Voiers requested that someone follow up with the residents and let them know.

Councilman Alexander asked about the lighting issue on Elizaville Ave. and also about building campfires at the old reservoir to fish at night.  Mayor Flanery will check into the lighting issue on Elizaville Ave.  Mayor Flanery stated that no fires were permitted in the city limits.  Chief Sergent said there was no curfew for anyone over 18 so night fishing would be permitted.  Sergent suggested the fishermen carry lanterns for lighting.

There being no further business Councilman Manning moved to adjourn.  Councilman Hurst seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
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