
There was a regular meeting of the Flemingsburg City Council Monday, May 10, 2010 at 7:00 P.M. in the City Annex.  Council members present were Ricky Hurst, Marty Voiers, Scott Manning, Georgianna Sparks, Meredith Story, and Van Alexander.  Mayor Louie Flanery presided.

Councilman Alexander led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Councilman Manning moved to approve the minutes of the April 12th and 27th meetings.  Councilwoman Sparks seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Steve Donovan reported that he continues to work on leads to bring business into the community.  One company had shown some interest, but did a cost study and found their product could be manufactured in China for 1/3 the cost.

Mayor Flanery reported that he had negotiated with Penny Stanfield and Jody Franklin on the proposals their firms submitted for the 2009-2010 annual audit.  Penny Stanfield agreed to reduce her price from $11,000 to $10,500 for one year.  Jody Franklin reduced her price from $12,000 to $10,000 for a three-year contract contingent on the city not receiving any federal grant monies exceeding $500,000.  City Attorney Tom MacDonald asked for input from the City Clerk.   Joy Roark stated that Franklin had audited the fiscal court and did a thorough job per County Treasurer Kathy Dryden.  Councilman Story said it is recommended that proposals for the audit be requested every three to four years to assure a good price.  It is also a good idea to have someone take a fresh look at the city’s books.  Councilman Story moved to approve the proposal of $10,000 for a three year contract submitted by Morgan-Franklin for the annual audit beginning with fiscal year ending June 30, 2010.  Councilman Voiers seconded the motion.  Council voted as follows:  Hurst-yes, Voiers-yes, Manning-yes, Sparks-yes, Story-yes, Alexander-yes.  Motion carried.

Mayor Flanery stated that Judge Foxworthy had requested a joint meeting of the Fiscal Court, City Council, Chamber, Rec. Board, and Industrial Authority to discuss issues that affect all entities.  A meeting date was set for Thursday, May 13th at 6:30 p.m. in the City Annex.

Councilman Story reported that the Finance Committee met last month to discuss the audit proposals.  The next meeting will be Monday, May 17th at 5:30 p.m. in the City Annex to discuss the budget proposal for 2010-2011.  A special meeting of the City Council was scheduled for Wednesday, May 19th at 5:30 p.m. in the City Annex for a first reading of the budget ordinances.

Councilwoman Sparks scheduled a meeting of the Parks Committee for Monday, May 17th at 5:00 p.m. in the City Annex.

Codes Enforcement Officer Ben Moran reported a vacancy on the Planning Commission.  Moran reported public complaints about pit bulls and noted that the current vicious animal ordinance refers violators to the Codes Enforcement Board.  He had discussed the matter with Chief Sergent and both feel the violation should be a criminal offense and handled through the court system instead of a civil offense.  Wording in the ordinance needs to be changed to reflect that.  Moran stated that more authority was needed to enforce the ordinance regarding bees as well.

Moran presented demolition costs of $45,000 for two properties on Mt. Sterling Ave.  One property owner had renewed their permit to continue working on the property and had worked on the porch, but Moran noted the work was not done to code.  This was addressed with the property owners.  He also informed them that work to improve the property needed to progress more rapidly.  Council discussed the demolition process.  Tom MacDonald said the property would have to be condemned, appraised, and then money would have to be paid to the court and placed in an escrow account before the City could get possession and begin demolition.

Councilman Voiers questioned the status of the property on E. Main St.  Moran stated that he had talked to the property owner and he was slowly making progress.  He was turning an eyesore into an attractive property.  Voiers noted the junk cars on E. Water St. were still there and needed to be removed.  Voiers also noted the property at 109 McMullin was grown up and looked deserted.  Moran said it is hard to find anyone to admit ownership in a foreclosure situation.

Chief Sergent reported that Officer Tim Smith had returned to work after a tour of duty in Afghanistan.  The City is eligible to re-apply for an extra officer through the CHRP grant.  Currently there are six new computers in place.  He is waiting to see if his department gets another cruiser before going to the expense of installing another computer.

Public Works Superintendent Dennis Masters reported that he was getting blacktop from the Maysville plant because the Flemingsburg plant had not opened yet.  Due to the travel time he could only get small amounts and do small jobs because the material would set up quickly.  He would address the bigger jobs when the Flemingsburg plant opens.  Councilman Story said the tree limbs on Harbeson and Elm are hanging out over the road creating a dangerous situation.  Ben Moran said the property owner was supposed to cut the trees back, but hasn’t yet.  The Street Dept. will address this issue.  Councilman Voiers reported some curbs that needed to be replaced.  Council discussed the gate at the Foxspring Ave. Park being torn down.  Masters stated that he had put the gate back up and told the people in the neighborhood that, if the gate is torn down again, it would be chained and locked.  

Mayor Flanery said the waterline replacement on W. Water St. would be finished by Wednesday if weather permits.  Then work will start on the other end of the street.  Bids will be opened Wednesday on the sidewalk project.  Stamped concrete will be used in front of the justice center and should blend in with pavers.  Mayor Flanery asked the Council’s preference and noted that it would be better to use pavers or regular concrete since it will be over waterlines.  Stamped concrete is hard to match if it has to be cut and then put back.  Council agreed for the mayor to negotiate with the low bidder.  Councilman Voiers said the sidewalk in front of the Hinton property used to be heated and wanted the contractors to be aware although he felt the service had been disconnected some time ago.

Utilities Superintendent Joe Dunaway is working with property owners to improve the situations where plants/shrubbery has been planted around gas meters.

Waste Water Superintendent Dale Clary reported that Jason Watson had passed the test for Waste Water Treatment Plant Operator Class II.  Clary stated that   Morehead’s treatment plant was flooded the week before and it may take four to six weeks to be operational again.   He had agreed to accept sludge to help them out, but hasn’t received much due to transportation costs.  

Councilman Story asked the status of the regional sewer project.  Mayor Flanery said it was at a stand still now, waiting on funding.

Tom MacDonald reported that Tommy Carpenter should have paperwork completed for more annexations by the next regular meeting.  He had also prepared a draft of an ordinance addressing access to gas and water meters, but wanted to review it with Superintendent Dunaway before presenting it to full council.

Councilman Voiers asked for an update on the water plant.  Mayor Flanery stated he had received a report from MSE who had submitted a plan to the State, but it had not been approved yet. They are still in the preliminary stages.

Council discussed issues with streetlights on Garr, Crawford, and Ingram Avenues.  Mayor Flanery is waiting on a call from KU’s engineer.  Council also discussed lighting on Elizaville Ave. and Windsor.  Mayor Flanery and Councilman Hurst are working on this issue.

Councilwoman Sparks asked the status of the Trail Around the Lake project.  Mayor Flanery said the City would have to take bids on the design.  He has talked to Cann-Tech about this project and also a design for the parking lot where the old pool hall stood.

Councilman Story asked about renewal of the contract on the Quality Appliance parking lot.  Story also asked for an update on Newell and Teresa Pollitt’s complaint at the last regular council meeting.  Ben Moran stated that he had talked to Norman Story, owner of the adjoining property.  Story wanted to do the right thing, but was upset that the Pollitt’s did not discuss their concerns with him first before going to Council. He did have his property surveyed.  The property line was clearly marked and none of his equipment was on the Pollitt property.  Even the weeds they complained about appeared to be on their property.  

Councilman Alexander re-opened discussion about lights on Elizaville Ave.  Councilman Hurst said the City might have to work with Fleming-Mason Energy and the State Highway Office to get the lights installed.  Councilman Alexander questioned if the Fiscal Court would continue to support the Fleming Co. Rec. park.  Mayor Flanery said he felt the Fiscal Court would pay their share (two-thirds) toward the cost of the liner.  The Mayor also announced that Tony Roth had resigned from the Rec. Board.

Mayor Flanery reported that the City had purchased a used 2004 International truck to haul sludge.  The purchase price was $17,000.  It has the same capacity as a garbage truck and requires the driver to have a CDL.  

There being no further business, Councilman Manning moved to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.  Councilwoman Sparks seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
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