
There was a regular meeting of the Flemingsburg City Council Monday, August 11, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Annex.  Council members present were Ricky Hurst, Marty Voiers, Scott Manning, Georgianna Sparks, Meredith Story, and Van Alexander.  Mayor Louie Flanery presided.

Councilman Alexander led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Minutes of the previous meeting were presented.  Councilman Alexander moved to approve.  Councilman Hurst seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Isaac Sapp asked the Council to consider an ordinance to allow mini trucks on city streets.  Sapp stated that the vehicles were equipped with headlights, turn signals, and seat belts and met safety standards according to his research.  Currently the mini trucks are sold for farm use.  Councilman Story stated that he had seen legislature on golf carts and electric cars, but none on mini trucks.  Story felt that the ordinance had to come from the top level of government and come down; the city could not create the ordinance.  Mayor Flanery asked City Attorney Tom MacDonald to check into it further.

Chip Spann, speaking on behalf of the Rotary Club, asked for approval to use city streets for the annual Founders Day celebration October 11th and 12th.  Marvin Suit stated that several vendors needed 220 electric service rather than 110 so he had contacted KU. Councilman Story moved to approve the use of city streets for the Founders Day celebration.  Councilman Manning seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

 
T.J. Flynn reported on the progress of the Covered Bridge festival.  Flynn also reported that the Friday evening singings in front of City Hall have been well attended.  

Hazel Graham addressed Council regarding the Foxspring Ave. Park.  Graham expressed concern that the park had not been finished yet.  The children had been without the park all summer and school was getting ready to start.  Graham also stated that a child had gotten hurt on a new piece of equipment that was not secured and suggested that signs be put up saying the park is closed until all work has been completed.

Mayor Flanery stated that the men had been working on the park, but also had other job duties.  The weather had also created delays and getting prices from contractors to blacktop the ball court had been difficult.

Randy Taylor stated that he was told at the May city council meeting the park would be completed in June.  Taylor also complained that the ball goals were not even and the equipment was not top quality.  Taylor suggested that when city employees were working at the park someone from the neighborhood should be there too to point out things that needed to be done.  Taylor further expressed that he had a problem with things being done at the Industrial Park quicker than at the Foxspring Park.  Mayor Flanery said the city supports the Industrial Park, but the County controls the work done there.  

Valerie Holman asked why the city didn’t hire contractors to do the work.  Councilwoman Sparks explained that the grant for the park required a match of “in kind” labor so the city employees had to do the work.  Sparks also reviewed a list of funds already spent on the park.

Jim Compton stated that Anthony McGlone had measured the court on Wednesday and said it was ready to blacktop.  Michelle Graham disagreed noting that mud was coming up through the rock.  Graham argued that laying blacktop on the court in that condition would create waves in the pavement and cause it to fall apart in a short period of time.   Compton pointed out all the levels of rock that had been put on the court indicating that the court had been properly prepared for blacktop.  Graham and Taylor both stressed that they wanted it done right.  Mayor Flanery stated that it was coming together if the weather would cooperate.  Taylor complained that there had been three weeks of sunshine and no one worked on the park.  Holman said what the city promises them they promise their kids.  Councilwoman Sparks expressed that she hoped the kids would be happy with the outcome.

Duane Price, Emergency Management Director, addressed Council regarding the Hazmat Eight agreement.  Price stated that HAZMAT Eight-WMD, Inc. began in 1999 and all members are volunteers.  They serve as a hazardous materials response team for the ten counties of Bath, Bracken, Fleming, Lewis, Mason, Menifee, Montgomery, Morgan, Robertson, and Rowan.  Price stated that the team had state of the art equipment and trained HAZMAT techs.  When an incident involving hazardous materials occurs they come in and stop the problem.  However, they do not clean up spills.  That is the responsibility of the hauler that had the spill.  Price stated that the fiscal court passed an ordinance making the hauler responsible and suggested that the city do the same if they had not already done so.  Council questioned who the leader was for this area and the City’s responsibility as far as emergency personnel.  Council also questioned the cash contribution requested.  Price stated that he served as team leader for this area and would draw on area fire departments in case of an emergency.  Price explained that the contribution requested was to help keep their equipment updated.  They have to be tested every five years.  He encouraged Council to sign the agreement whether they chose to donate or not.  Price also stated that the term of the agreement used to be one year, but this term would run through January 2011.  However, they would be asking for donations every year.  Councilman Voiers moved to grant the mayor the authority to sign the agreement.  Councilman Manning seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Councilman Voiers moved to donate $750 to HAZMAT Eight-WMD, Inc.  Councilwoman Sparks seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Councilman Story reported that he had followed up with Phil Kennedy on Vanceburg’s contract with Municipal Gas and they are still receiving a discount with $.07 being the lowest.  Kennedy also felt that they would be doing another bond issuance so Story recommended that the City proceed with its contract with Municipal Gas. City Attorney Tom MacDonald said he didn’t have the latest information from Muni-Gas, but would call them Tuesday (August 12th).

City Clerk Joy Roark stated that Council had discussed hiring Penny Stanfield, C.P.A. to do the audit for fiscal year July 2007-June 2008 after she presented the audit report for last fiscal year, but had failed to approve it.  To avoid delaying the audit process this year Roark had polled Council July 25th for approval to hire Stanfield with all voting in favor.  Roark asked Council to ratify their vote.  Councilman Story moved to approve hiring Penny Stanfield to do the audit for fiscal year ending June 2008.  Councilman Hurst seconded the motion.  All were in favor

City Clerk Joy Roark reported that the natural gas winter storage was approximately one-third full.  If prices continue to drop it is expected to be half full by the end of August.  Roark requested a credit line at the Peoples Bank in the amount of $500,000 to purchase natural gas.  Councilman Voiers moved to approve the credit line for $500,000 to purchase natural gas.  Councilwoman Sparks seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Tom MacDonald pointed out that the credit line should be established in the name of the Flemingsburg Utilities System, not in the name of the City.

City Clerk Joy Roark presented the first reading of Ordinance No. 8-08-1 regarding the property tax rate for all property except motor vehicles.  Tom MacDonald stated that the compensating rate would be $.143.  The compensating rate plus 4% would be $.148.  After a brief discussion Councilman Story moved to adopt the compensating rate.  Councilman Manning seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

City Clerk Joy Roark presented the first reading of Ordinance No. 8-08-2 regarding the property tax rate of $.1977 for motor vehicles.  Councilman Voiers moved to approve.  Councilman Hurst seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Steve Donovan reported that he has one active lead that has expressed an interest in locating in Fleming County.  A Denver company is looking for somewhere to relocate due to the elevation in Denver, which is high above sea level.  Donovan said he should have a response within 6 months.   

Councilman Story reported that the Finance Committee had met twice to look at fees for various utility services.  Joe Dunaway had done a study of the actual costs for connections, which reflected that current charges didn’t come close to covering actual costs.  Dunaway stated that the costs to lay water lines had more than doubled.  The committee recommended that water connections inside the city be increased to $600, gas and sewer connections inside the city be increased to $350, water connections outside the city be increased to $700, and gas and sewer connections outside the city be increased to $550.  The committee also recommended that water deposits be increased to $75 and gas deposits increased to $300 for customers with gas furnaces.  It was recommended that customers who only use gas for water heaters, cook stoves, wall heaters, or gas logs would pay a deposit of $150.  Customers that couldn’t pay the $300 at one time could pay $150 up front, then $50 for the next three months.  Reconnect or reactivation fees would increase to $40 during business hours and $60 after hours.  The interest rate paid on returned deposits would be decreased to 1%.

After a brief discussion Councilman Story moved that all the recommended changes be approved.  Councilman Voiers seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Tom MacDonald noted that the ordinances to be amended are tied to bond issues that will be paid in October and should be amended at that time.

Councilman Story stated that the Finance Committee would be looking at fees for garbage collection.  Due to fuel costs increases the current fees may not be adequate.

Councilwoman Sparks asked Jim Compton to check the ball goals at the Foxspring Ave. park to see if they had been set correctly.  Residents had reported a metal post with a sharp jagged edge sticking out of the ground.  Sparks asked Compton to take care of that as well.  

Chief Sergent asked that Ben Moran, Codes Enforcement Officer, be put on the Safety Committee to fill the vacancy of Gene Schwartz.

Councilman Voiers reported that the FUTURE program is ongoing.  Councilmen Hurst and Manning have been helping Voiers with the program.  They have picked up over 60 new customers.  People are willing to participate; they just need the program explained to them.  

Joy Roark reported on the online classes offered through KLC.

Ben Moran reported that the building on E. Water St. that was falling into the creek is now 90% out of the creek.  Planning and Zoning had met to discuss a request by Southern States to be rezoned so they could sale farm diesel.  Moran stated that no one from Southern States attended the meeting except their civil engineer.  The rezoning request will be on the council’s agenda next month.  The Board is recommending that the property not be rezoned. Southern States will be sending a representative to plead their case.  There was discussion on whether that would be appropriate.  Tom MacDonald will review the ordinance.  The Board approved a permit for a daycare.  Moran has been working on the new safety measures that have been mandated by the state for anyone working on the main highway.  

Chief Sergent announced that Officer Ian Kelch would be joining the police department August 18th.  Kelch is 24 years old and has 2-½ years experience.  Jeremy Meade will graduate from the academy in September.  Chris Ingram will graduate in October.  Sergent stated that a new highway safety campaign would start August 15th and run through September 2nd.

Jim Compton reported that the recycling program is growing and his department was in need of a new truck.  Larry Riddle with Municipal Equipment said his company had a 2008 model packer for $112,000; a 2009 model would be 26% higher.  Financing was available with no payment for the first year.  Councilman Voiers moved to proceed with the purchase process.  Councilman Manning seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  It was noted that the old packer would be used for recycling.  Bids will be advertised one week and may also be solicited from other companies.

Joe Dunaway reported on the Utilities department’s recent gas inspection.  Dunaway stated that the inspection went well, but the department will have to start doing more public awareness communications.  There was also a recent in-house water inspection, which went really well.  Dunaway stated that he had been working with Fire Chief Jerry McCloud on a maintenance plan for fire hydrants.  McCloud will be sending someone with the Utilities employees to check the hydrants pressure.  Dunaway said he planned to paint the tops of hydrants red for good pressure, blue for half pressure, and yellow to indicate not to use.  They will also be looking for broken hydrants and removing unusable ones.  The department will be flushing lines August 25th & 26th.  They will advertise on the radio and also with flyers.

Dale Clary reported that he had expected Caryn Lee to start on the sewer rate study the first of August, but she hadn’t started yet.

Councilman Voiers stated that council had discussed a burn ordinance earlier, but nothing had been done yet and felt it needed to be addressed.  Councilman Story noted that burn restrictions are addressed in the zoning ordinance, but are very vague.  Ben Moran was asked to get sample ordinances from other cities.  Moran suggested that council consider an ordinance on pit bulls, too.  

Voiers reported that residents on Shannon Dr. had requested a “No Outlet” sign.  Voiers also stated that there was a stop sign on the corner of Glascock Dr., but no sign at the entrance to Ridgeway Park apartments so traffic leaving the apartments does not have to stop before entering High St. Chief Sergent confirmed that there should be a sign there.

Voiers reported complaints that the access channel had been off for an extended period and the Methodist church had not been on the air for four weeks.  Voiers questioned if the City should continue to fund the access channel.  Councilman Story noted that the City gets an extra 2% for having an access channel.  All franchise fees received by the City are going to support the access channel.  Voiers stated that Brad Gray had moved to Northern Kentucky and he was not sure who was in charge now.  Councilman Manning serves on the Cable board and stated that the board had not met.  Joy Roark stated that Andrea Frazier was the only paid employee.

Councilman Voiers expressed concern about people asking for donations on public highways.  Chief Sergent said that there are restrictions that apply and probably only the fire department was operating within those restrictions.  Voiers also suggested that the City start looking for a fire truck with a ladder tall enough to reach the taller buildings in the community.  Funding from Homeland Security was discussed.  Councilman Story suggested drafting a letter mentioning all the new buildings and the need for funding.

Councilman Hurst reported that he had received five separate complaints regarding the property belonging to Michelle Jackson Riggs.  Mayor Flanery stated that Codes Enforcement Officer Ben Moran had already contacted her.  He thought she was moving the first of August, but they started mowing the grass again so her plans may have changed.  A foreclosure lawsuit had been filed, but it was uncertain if a judgment had been handed down.  Ms. Riggs would not return the City’s calls.  Chief Sergent said the police department would hand deliver correspondence to her at night if necessary.

Hurst also reported that Martha Fritz had requested that concrete headwall in front of her home on Highland Dr. be removed.  Mayor Flanery said the headwall had been there for a number of years and would be expensive to remove.

Councilman Alexander reported that he had ridden with Chief Sergent and Assistant Fugett.  It was very informative and they behaved professionally.

Councilman Story reported that John Emmons had complained of Johnson grass from the City Park getting over on his property.  Jim Compton said his department would be mowing soon.  Story asked if the City had received funding for sewer for Industrial Park II.  Mayor Flanery said it had been discussed with Representative Mike Denham, Senator Walter Blevins, and Congressman Geoff Davis.  The only definite funding received is $100,000 for design.  Most funding currently available through KIA is for water projects.  

Councilman Hurst asked if anything had been determined regarding the situation on Amanda Brook Drive discussed at the previous meeting.  Tom MacDonald stated that he had not had an opportunity to check into it.  Ben Moran stated that he had reviewed the plat and it showed a circle, but there was no wording to indicate a cul-de-sac.

There being no further business Councilman Manning moved to adjourn at 9:50 p.m.  Councilman Hurst seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
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